ts are not without recourse, howev-
ersen recommends parents report
bpriate or harmful behavior conduct-
ard young performers to SAG. Ques-
e behavior includes safety issues on-
authorized use or sale of their chil-
images, and even other parents who
their children for personal gain.
parents find personal information or
5 of their children online on an unau-
ed site, they should contact those web-
hnd SAG. “Parents in 2005 that think
an pursue a public career through
ildren and that it’s always going to be

e making a mistake,” he warns. Stage
ts should: consult SAG, Biz Parentz,
Minor Consideration to learn more
J } what they can do to protect their chil-

0} §ifortunately many parents neglect to
I&+ wrongdoing. Kichaven says SAG finds
ctors and their representation are often
t to come forward and give state-
because they're afraid it will damage
careers. “There’s a perception that you
possibly be labeled and blackballed, so
ding people that are willing to come for-
to present evidence—it’s a big challenge
,” she says.

ooper says parents can avoid becoming
ims by staying on the defensive. “T'd
er you be skeptical than you end up see-
your child’s photo on eBay,” she says. “It’s
. very hurtful that this is the world that
live in today, but those bad apples should-
spoil it for [child actors], because there are
t of great people out there.” BsW
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Young

by Lauren Horwitch

at the Actors’ Fund of

America. Not one of the nine
experienced actors brought up
dues caps, runaway production,
residuals, or the three-voucher
system. Instead, after the board
members helped themselves to
pizza and determined who got

I t wasn’t your typical meeting

““their driver’s licenses over the

summer, they moved on to plan-
ning an upcoming costume bowl-
ing party, a seminar titled “The
Ins and Outs of Hollywood” fea-
turing casting directors and
agents, and a trip to build ginger-
bread houses with the residents of
the Hollenbeck assisted-living
home. The SAG and AFTRA mem-
bers concluded their session with
a rowdy game of musical chairs.
The actors in question are
members of the Leadership
Council of the Fund’s Looking
Ahead Program, a group for per-
formers ages 12-18 and their
families that combines social
activities, informational semi-
nars, and community service.
Looking Ahead social worker
Heather Vanian said she strives to
keep the program fun and flexi-
ble. “The idea is to provide sup-
port and to create a community
for young performers,” she said.
“We want to be able to shift with
their needs as they develop.”
Vanian said Looking Ahead
focuses on helping its members
develop the skills necessary to
lead fulfilling adult lives rather
than on teaching them how to
succeed as actors. “We want to
instill the life skills they’ll need to
go into any direction,” said
Vanian. “So we don’t really push
them to stay in or out of the busi-
ness.” The program emphasizes
the importance of pursuing inter-
ests outside of acting, making
friends, getting a good education,
and just being a kid. “We
absolutely do not encourage the
business or talking about the
business,” she added. “We really
want it to be as normal of an envi-
ronment as possible.”
The program, which was
founded last year with a $150,000
grant from the Screen Actors

Performers
Look Ahead at
the Actors’ Fund

Guild’s Producers Industry
Advancement and Cooperative
Fund, offered a wide range of
activities and programs in its
inaugural year. Bowling, roller
skating, and laser tag were popu-
lar, as was serving lunch at the
Union Rescue Mission and play-
ing bingo with the Motion Picture
& Television Fund's retirement
community.

Looking Ahead counts 467
families among its current mem-
bers; Actors’ Fund hopes to
expand the program in 2006 by
reaching out to 9- to 11-year-old
performers and their parents.

Makeda Murray, who partici-
pated with her son Raymond last
year, said Looking Ahead is a wel-
come opportunity for parents to
socialize away from the competi-
tive industry. “It’s a different
atmosphere than when you take
your kid on an audition and talk
to another parent,” she said. “It’s
very relaxing here. I don't feel like
I'm competing with anyone.”

The parents said they recom-
mend the seminars about han-
dling their children’s finances
and preparing for college. They
praised an extensive tour of the
UCLA campus the members took
last year, during which the young
actors ate in the dorms and met
with faculty from the theatre- and
film departments.

“It's just wonderful for the kids
to get together in an environment
where they're not competing for.
roles. They just get to be friendss
and be themselves,” said Judianr
Castle, mother of 1l-year-old
Amy Castle, who bas appeared on
Ally McBeal, Lizzie McGuire, and
Malcolm in the Middle.

“I just think it's awesome,” said
Amy, who is homeschooled, like
many Looking Ahead members.
Although she has several outlets
for socialization, she said Looking
Ahead is an ideal situation for
homeschooled young performers.
“If you are homeschooled and you
don’t have many friends, it’s a
great way to meet new people,”
she said. BSW

For more information about the

Looking Ahead program, call (323)
933-9244 or visit www.actorsfund.ory.




